SCRIPT 

The derivative of Brahmi in which BengaM (Banla) is written is also used for 
Assamese, Khasi, and a few other local languages. 

Signs used in Bengali script: 

Sanskrit anusvdra, Bengali onusar: in Sanskrit, the sign J^, superscript 
above the letter which it follows, marks the unmodified nasal. In Bengali it is 
notated as ^ and may be replaced in some words by the velar nasal ^ . As 
in Devanagari, vowels may also be nasalized by the sign vv. 

2 Sanskrit visarga, Bengali bisorgo. In some Bengali words the sign indi- 
cates strong aspiration; in others it marks a lengthening of the preceding 
consonant. For rules of sandhi affecting visarga, see Devanagari. 

^ hasanta. This corresponds to Devanagari virdma. It cancels the vowel 
lound inherent in a consonant: 



Bengali "^ = Devanagari Cf> /k/. 

The accompanying table shows the consonantal inventory of Bengali, the 
independent vowels, and the secondary vowel signs in combination with /k/. 
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THE BENGALI SCRIPT 



^ k 


i^k 


^. 


^gh 


^n 


U- 


l^cft 


m 


"^ih 


(ip h 


&7 


^r/' 


\5 </ 


"^ 4h 


c| « 


^ r 


^th 


Pfrf 


^dh 


^« 


^P 


T^ph 


?^ 


\^ bh 


7f m 


^ y 


lir 


c\l 


^v 




^s 


^^ 


7^s 


■^h 


^^ 



VOWELS 

(a) Independent: 

^a^a ^/ ^f ^w ^w ^n 

(b) In combination with /k/: 

^ Aa ^ hi % /^r "^ /cm f^ '^^ 
^ A:W r^ Ae ^ kai (M ko (^ kau 

NUMERALS 

1234 5 67890 
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